
Chapter 17

Ordinances



Ordinances
• Ordinances are legal restrictions on state maintained roadways 
governing the movement of traffic

• The State Traffic Engineer has the authority to approve and implement 
ordinances based on North Carolina General Statutes (§143B-350) and the 
North Carolina Administrative Code (19A NCAC 4A.0104)

• TEAAS contains information on ordinances for all State Highway System 
roads in North Carolina since September 30, 1955

• There are approximately 1,200 ordinances enacted, and approximately 
500 ordinances rescinded, each year

• There are approximately 38,000 active ordinances currently in TEAAS

• Access the ordinance screen by selecting:

Ordinances
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Ordinance Search (cont.)
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For example, the above search would return ordinances that 
were approved AND were division repeal pending AND were 
active.

Note that the above screen indicates default values only and 
users have the option of changing the search criteria.



Ordinance Search (cont.)
Also, note that having all criteria checked is the same as having 
none of the criteria checked (both return ALL ordinances).

equals



Ordinance Report Example



Ordinance Details – Main Screen



Ordinance Details – Description Screen



Ordinance Details – Status Screen



Ordinance Approval/Repeal Process

Ordinances are generally written and approved, or 
initially repealed, at the division level

Ordinances are reviewed and approved, or 
repealed, at the regional level

Ordinances are enacted, or rescinded, by the State 
Traffic Engineer

Note
Speed zone ordinances within municipal corporate limits also require 

concurrent municipal approval (unless the facility is controlled access).



Regional Information and Contact Resources

http://www.ncdot.org/doh/preconstruct/traffic/safety/



Ordinance Overlaps

• Overlaps are where one or more ordinances “overlap” the same 
stretch of road with one or more ordinances.

• In some cases this is allowed due to non-conflicting ordinance 
conditions or types (such as a no parking overlapping another no
parking, or a speed zone overlapping a no U-turn).

• In other cases, this is a problem due to conflicting conditions or 
ordinance types (such as a truck prohibition overlapping a truck
route, or a rural 35 MPH speed limit overlapping a rural 45 MPH 
speed limit).

• Overlaps are more problematic with older ordinances.

• Initiatives are currently in motion to eradicate all overlaps in the 
system.



Ordinance Overlap Example

A

C

B

Ordinance 1:
35 MPH speed limit for cars and trucks on road A between road B and 1.0 mile 
east of road B

Ordinance 2:
45 MPH speed limit for cars and trucks on road A between 1.0 mile west of 
road C and road C.

1.5 miles

Ordinance 1

Ordinance 2

What is the legal speed limit for the overlap condition for this 0.5 miles?



Ordinance Exercises

1. What is the ordinance type code for a work zone 
speed penalty?

2. How many approved and active “No Jumping or 
Diving from Bridge” (type 15) ordinances are currently 
in the system?

3. When was ordinance 1060008 effective?

4. When was ordinance 1044689 repealed?

5. What are the legal vehicle speeds indicated in 
ordinance 1022129?
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Ordinance Exercises

1. What is the ordinance type code for a work zone 
speed penalty?

10
2. How many approved and active “No Jumping or 
Diving from Bridge” (type 15) ordinances are currently 
in the system?

41
3. When was ordinance 1060008 effective?

June 12, 2009
4. When was ordinance 1044689 repealed?

August 30, 1991
5. What are the legal vehicle speeds indicated in 
ordinance 1022129?

Cars: 55 MPH Trucks: 50 MPH



Ordinance Resources

http://www.ncdot.org/doh/preconstruct/traffic/safety/Programs/



Ordinance Packages

http://www.ncdot.org/doh/preconstruct/traffic/safety/tsi/Ordinances.html



Ordinance Package Example



Route Changes

http://www.ncdot.org/doh/preconstruct/traffic/safety/tsi/routes.html



Route Change Package Example


