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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Michael F. Easley

Lyndo Tippett

Governor

  Secretary


September 23, 2002

MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandy Nance, Jack Cowsert, P.E.; Battle Whitley, P.E.; 




Jerry Blackwelder, P.E.; David Smith, P.E.; Rodger 

Rochelle, P.E.; Charles Tomlinson; Jay Bennett, P.E.; Roy Shelton, P.E.

FROM:


Brian Ketchem





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:
Minutes of the September 18, 2002 Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, September 18, 2002 at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services Conference Room.  Those in attendance were:  Sandy Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; Scott Mouw, DPPEA; Jay Bennett, Roadway Design; Charles Tomlinson, Roadside Environmental; Jack Cowsert, Materials and Tests; David Smith, Preconstruction; Azam Azimi, Frankie Draper, Dale Frantz and Brian Ketchem, Design Services.

Sandy Nance thanked everyone for their attendance.  She introduced and welcomed Brian Ketchem as the new Resource Conservation Engineer and allowed the attendees to introduce themselves to Brian.  The following items were discussed:

New Products – Dale Frantz, Design Services, updated the status of three products that were previously reviewed by the task force but have become inactive and will be dropped from the new products system.

· Plastic Lumber – Solid Waste Management Consultants

This product was originally approved for trial use in non-structural applications but the company became unreachable and it was determined that it has gone out of business.

· Plastic Lumber – TriMax Lumber

Product replaces heavy structural timbers and signposts.  This product will be dropped due to lack of need for structural applications and due to signpost tendency to “snap back” rather than break away.

· Rubber Mulch Chips -  Recycled Tires

This company, Recycled Products Management, also was not reachable and determined to be out of business.

Fiber Cement Siding Byproduct – Task Force was advised of recommendation by Carl McCann, P.E., Division Engineer for Division 11, for possible use of product in construction and maintenance operations.  A number of unknown performance characteristics were questioned for both uses, but the recommendation not to use this byproduct was mainly based on lack of volume.  This product will be passed on to Scott Mouw, NCDENR-DPPEA, for inclusion on the NC Waste Trader web site to find other non-DOT potential future uses for this product.

RCPM Update for Fiscal Year 2002 Report – The mainframe program that allowed DOT personnel to enter recycling report data is no longer functioning.  A spreadsheet has been developed and distributed electronically.  Most responses have been received and the compilation of data and report drafting will continue until the final due date of October 1.

Uses of Additional Coal Fly Ash, R-2633CA – Contractor requested use of additional fly ash to offset borrow needs.  Frankie Draper reported that this request was reviewed, approved and the contractor was notified.  The contractor also requested a reduction of encapsulation thickness to warrant even more use of ash, but this request was denied.  It was concluded that it was best to maintain continuity throughout other portions of the project that used four feet of encapsulation and to stay within parameters of current permitting.  

Input was offered by Task Force members for ways that the Resource Conservation Engineer may be able to assist in increasing exposure of design personnel to considering ash and tires as embankment fill on all borrow projects.

Green Rest Area – An update on the status of the rest area project was given by Charles Tomlinson of Roadside Environmental.  Sandy Nance expressed that a mountain and/or a coastal site may be optimal due to the environmental consciousness of the respective demographics.  Some issues with the previously defined site in Haywood County were discussed and two new possible sites were identified in Currituck County and Watauga County that also include visitor’s centers.  Use of green products and practices for upcoming expansions and renovations were discussed, per Mr. Tomlinson, some possible project sites exist but will need to be accurately identified and assessed.  

Erosion Control with Compost/Mulch – Two articles from a national compost and organics collection trade magazine were shared as well as 1993 specifications from Texas DOT for the inclusion of compost and mulch as part of a sediment and erosion control plan.  Charles Tomlinson, Roadside Environmental, expressed the need to find new solutions due to regulatory changes and an interest in seeing more research and data in the future.  The Resource Conservation Engineer is pursuing data and possible research opportunities in this area and will work with Roadside Environmental in any capacity necessary to assist them.

Open Discussion – Scott Mouw, NCDENR-DPPEA, announced their new project called NC Waste Trader that will function as a clearinghouse for solid waste and byproducts.  This is a statewide initiative that will hopefully be able remove these products from the waste stream and into a beneficial use.  This could serve as a supply tool for NCDOT as our solid waste utilization efforts grow along with the Waste Trader service.

Jay Bennett, Roadway Design, announced that they have a target date of Spring 2003 to change the design standard for guardrails to include recycled plastic offset blocks in lieu of wood due to current data on life span issues with wood blocks.  The New Products Evaluation Committee has approved eight (8) types of recycled plastic guardrail offset blocks for use to date.  Mr. Bennett asked for information on these approved products.  Mr. Dale Frantz will submit the information as requested.

Meeting Dates - The last meeting date for this year is November 20.  The meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services large conference room.  

Adjournment – There being no other items of business, the meeting was adjourned.  

bk

cc:
Secretary Lyndo Tippett


Chief Deputy Secretary Gene Conti 

Deputy Secretary David King


Deputy Secretary Roger Sheats

L.A. Sanderson, P.E.

J.D. Goins, P.E.

R.L. Hill, P.E.

David Allsbrook, P.E.

Roberto Canales, P.E.

S.D. DeWitt, P.E. 


Ron Hancock, P.E.



Ellis Powell, P.E.

Debbie Barbour, P.E.


Victor Barbour, P.E.

Randy Garris, P.E.



Azam Azimi, Ph.D., P.E.

Moy Biswas, Ph.D., P.E.

Judith Corley-Lay, PhD, PE



Frankie Draper

David Henderson, P.E.

Wayne Johnson, P.E.

Cecil Jones, P.E.

Jim Kelly, P.E.

Dale Frantz

John Sharp

Tom Rhodes, DENR DPPEA


Matt Ewadinger, DENR DPPEA

Scott Mouw, DENR DPPEA

Hesham El-Boulaki, P.E.


Susan Cauley

Mustan Kadibhai

John Pilipchuk

MAILING ADDRESS:

NC Department Of Transportation

Design Services Unit  
1591   Mail Service Center

Raleigh NC  27699-1591  

Telephone:   919-250-4128  
FAX:  919-250-4119  
Website:  www.doh.dot.state.nc.us
LOCATION:

Century Center Complex

entrance b-2

1020 Birch Ridge Drive

Raleigh NC



PAGE  
3

[image: image1.wmf]