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MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandra Nance, David Smith, P.E., Jack Cowsert, Battle




Whitley, Jerry B lackwelder, Moy Biswas, Charles 





Tomlinson

FROM:


Marie Sutton





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:


Minutes of the October 17, 2001 Recycled Products and 




Solid Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, October 17, 2001.  Those in attendance were: Ms. Sandra Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; David Smith, Preconstruction; Hesham El-Boulaki, Materials and Tests; John Sharp, Support Services; Marie Sutton, Azam Azimi, Frankier Draper, Robert Prince, Dale Frantz, Design Services, and Scott Mouw, NC DENR.  

Traffic Barrel Recycling – Marie Sutton stated that there had been several inquiries about the progress on the traffic barrel recycling.  Meredith McDiarmid, Traffic Engineering is working with two companies who will grind the old barrels and make the new barrels.  They have produced sample barrels that contain 25%, 50% and 75% recycled materials.  Meredith is working with DOT personnel to establish a means to collect the damaged barrels and get them to the processor.   

Stump Grinding – Orange County Maintenance has begun to utilize a contracted chipper to reduce the brush volume generated from the clearing and grubbing of roadway rights of way prior to grading for secondary roads.  The chips are being spread along the right of way limits or to nearby property owners at no cost to the department.  The greatest benefit is the reduction of waste volume destined for landfills.  This reuse resulted in a cost savings of $7,971 during the 2000 construction season in Orange County.  The Task Force asked that a CPI team be established to investigate the possible chipping of brush statewide.    Charles Tomlinson stated that the wood waste would not be suitable for landscaping applications until after it had been allowed to age.  However, the wood waste could be used as a bulking material or possible kindling for lower income housing, etc.  

Processed Silica – Marie Sutton stated that she had received a memorandum from the Resident Engineer for R-2548B stating that the use of the processed silica had been deleted from the contract.  Sandra Nance asked Marie to follow up with who made the decision for the deletion since the usage was approved by Len Sanderson’s office.  After checking, the use of the silica had been deleted from the contract but was put back in after discussion with the Construction Unit.  

2001 Fiscal Year Recycling Report – Draft copies of the 2001 Fiscal Year Recycling report were distributed.  Task Force members were asked to review and advise of any additions or changes that need to be made.  

Rubber Mulch – Charles Tomlinson stated that a life-cost analysis may be done on the rubber mulch that was placed at the Transportation building to see if it is feasible to use this material in future applications.  The mulch is 8 – 10 times more expensive than wood mulch and there have been complaints about the mulch being dragged out in the street.  

New Product Evaluations – Dale Frantz gave an update on recycled content products being evaluated by the New Products Evaluation Committee.  Flex-O-Ring, a recycled tire manhole adjustment ring was placed on Trial Usage; Spray Mat, a hydromulch made from recycled paper is being evaluated; Val-Safe guardrail offset block was given Trial Usage and Safety-Stop, a parking block made from 100% recycled plastic is still under evaluation.  Materials and Tests and Bridge Maintenance are looking for a trial project to incorporate Reflex, an optional expansion joint for core slab bridges made from recycled tires.  The Task Force will be notified when the trial usage is done so they can attend.

Recycled Plastic Picnic Tables – It was suggested to look for opportunities to utilize recycled plastic picnic tables in new rest areas.  Charles Tomlinson stated that there are new rest areas opening in Manteo and Madison County soon and he will check into the possibility of specifying the recycled content items.

Plastic Pilings – Sandra Nance asked that a follow up report be done on the plastic pilings that were placed at Cherry Branch Ferry in the summer of 1996.

Recycling Information – John Sharp stated that a lot of good environmental sustainability entries were submitted for the CPI awards.   Unfortunately, John nor Marie would have been aware of the recycling/environmental efforts if they had not been submitted for an award.  There are probably a lot of other good things being done around the state that are not being reported.  This information is needed for the annual report to the Legislature and it is also important to make other offices aware of these successful applications so they can be used in other areas.  It was suggested that John contact Sherri Gibson about including a small section on recycling and related items “In the Loop” and the Centerline newsletters.    It was also suggested to contact the CPI coordinators for each unit/office and ask them to forward any usage to John or Marie.

Organics/Food Waste Markets – Scott Mouw stated that the Division of Pollution Prevention is examining the different parts of the waste stream and looking for markets for those items.  One of those items has been wood waste.  There have been 8 or so plots of compost applied on the slopes on the Wade Avenue project in Raleigh.  It was suggested to have signs placed along the project noting the reuse of the material.

Post-Consumer Shingles – Scott Mouw reported that Rea Construction is planning a pilot project in Charlotte in which they will use post-consumer shingles in the asphalt mix, probably on a parking lot site.  They are currently trying to establish testing protocol for asbestos.    

State Recycling Goals – Scott Mouw stated that the state has a 40% waste reduction goal.  Data for this year is not in yet, but last year the state generated 40% more waste than previously generated.  

There being no others items of business, the meeting was adjourned.  The next Task Force meeting is scheduled for December 19, 2001 at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services Conference Room.  By copy of this memorandum, all interested parties are invited to attend.
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