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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Michael F. Easley

Lyndo Tippett

Governor

  Secretary


November 27, 2002

MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandy Nance, Jack Cowsert, P.E.; Battle Whitley, P.E.; 




Jerry Blackwelder, P.E.; David Smith, P.E.; Rodger 

Rochelle, P.E.; Charles Tomlinson; Jay Bennett, P.E.; Roy Shelton, P.E.

FROM:


Brian Ketchem





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:
Minutes of the November 20, 2002 Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, November 20, 2002 at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services Conference Room.  Those in attendance were: Sandy Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; Tom Rhodes, DPPEA-DENR; Art McMillan, Roadway Design; Jennifer Pitts and David Harris, Roadside Environmental; Jack Cowsert, Materials and Tests; David Smith, Preconstruction; Rodger Rochelle, Research; Roy Shelton, PDEA; Jerry Blackwelder, Pavement Management; Victor Barbour, Azam Azimi, Frankie Draper, Dale Frantz and Brian Ketchem, Design Services.

The following items were discussed:

Recycling and Solid Waste Management Report: Fiscal Year 2002 – A revised draft of the 2002 report was presented for review and editing by the Task Force members.  Brian Ketchem requested input on any areas that seemed confusing or values that seemed inaccurate.  Victor Barbour recommended that pavement-milling quantities be corrected by contacting Shannon Sweitzer of the Construction Unit and calculating recycled milling volumes from pavement mix designs.  Rodger Rochelle stated that fly ash is used in bridge deck concrete mixes and that John Erwin of Structures would be able to provide a sum of this additional quantity.  These recommendations were noted and are to be corrected before the final report is submitted.

Uses of Additional Coal Fly Ash, R-2248C – Contractor has requested use of additional fly ash to offset borrow needs.  The awarded contractor did not bid the fly ash alternate in the original bid but has since discovered the advantages to using this material in lieu of traditional borrow.  He has asked to use the original 197,000 m3 as well as an additional quantity under Section 104-13 in the Standard Specifications.  Task Force will be updated as project progresses.

Wildflower/Compost Pilot Project – A project was announced where Division 5 Roadside Environmental Office and Vegetation Management Section of the State Roadside Environmental Unit have teamed up with a regional supplier of compost to test a new method of preparing and seeding some wildflower beds.  The test bed is on the right of westbound I-40 just after passing under the last US70 overpass in Wake County.  The bed was fumigated and mowed as normal but then a no-till application of amendment and seed will be used.  A mix of compost and wildflower seed mix will be blown on the surface and allowed to germinate.  This compost is a high-grade product produced from organic wastes from across the region including animal bedding from The State Fair, fruit and vegetable waste from The State Farmer’s Market, food waste from area Universities, and eggshell wastes from hatcheries in North and South Carolina.  Results will be tracked and documented and the Task Force will be updated.

Compost in Erosion Control Study – An announcement of a proposed study was given by David Harris of Roadside Environmental.  The research will take place on an I-485 section and will test different erosion control materials and techniques to minimize water quality impacts of road construction projects.  An agreement to allow some testing of compost within the original parameters of the research was reached.  A committee is being formed to finalize design and implementation needs for this to begin.  The Task Force will be updated on progress.

Green Rest Area – An update on the status of the rest area project was given by Jennifer Pitts of Roadside Environmental.  A total of four possible projects now exist and were identified in Currituck County (K-4700) and Watauga County (K-4703) that also include visitor’s centers as well as identified future need in Craven County (K-3800) and Randolph County (K-3807).  National and regional certification programs for “green” construction were discussed as well as identified possible methods for attracting architects with adequate and appropriate experience for this type of project.  Task Force will be updated as sites are reviewed and chosen.

Open Discussion – Victor Barbour informed the Task Force that the first electronic letting had taken place and had proven effective.  He noted that this effort would save a considerable amount of paper as well as remove the need for contractors to travel to Raleigh to be part of the process.  This will result in reduced vehicle emissions and help NCDOT do its part to improve regional air quality.

Meeting Dates - The meeting dates for next year have been established.  The Task Force will resume a schedule of meeting on the third Wednesday of even numbered months.   

Meeting dates for 2003 are as follows:

February 19th
April 16th
June 18th
August 20th
October 15th
December 17th
*  All meetings will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services large conference room.  

Adjournment – There being no other items of business, the meeting was adjourned.  
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