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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Michael F. Easley

Lyndo Tippett

Governor

  Secretary


June 29, 2004

MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandy Nance, Jack Cowsert, P.E.; Battle Whitley, P.E.; 




Jerry Blackwelder, P.E.; David Smith, P.E.; Dr. Moy           

Biswas, P.E.; Shannon Sweitzer, P.E.; Charles Tomlinson; Art McMillan, P.E.; Roy Shelton

FROM:


Brian Ketchem





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:
Minutes of the June 16, 2004 Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, June 16, 2004 at 8:00 a.m. in the Project Services Conference Room.  Those in attendance were: Sandy Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; Jay Bennett, Roadway Design; Jennifer Pitts, Roadside Environmental; Rick Lakata, Research and Development; Greg Smith, Geotechnical Engineering; Victor Barbour, Azam Azimi, Wayne Johnson, Frankie Draper, and Brian Ketchem, Project Services; John Sharp, General Services; Scott Mouw, DENR-DPPEA.

The following items were on the agenda:

Opening statements – Sandy Nance opened the meeting and explained the new format for the meeting that gives each member an opportunity to report on their Task Force related activities.

Section comments:

New Products – Azam Azimi updated the Task Force on new product #NP-04-4360, ADA Truncated Dome Paver that contains 75% recycled content.  This new product is a 12 inch square concrete ADA truncated dome paver that utilizes waste glass as aggregate. Preliminary data and a sample were shared with the New Products Committee and the product has been through preliminary review by required members.  This product meets the current specs and will be recommended for approval at the next New Products Committee.

Roadside Environmental – Jennifer Pitts updated members on progress of the Green Rest Area project that is planned for US 421 in Wilkes County.  A site has been selected from four sites that were originally designated for review and a preliminary LEED checklist was circulated to show what credits were being pursued for the ultimate goal of a “gold” rating.  More information about the LEED system and the available points can be found at the US Green Building Council web site: www.usgbc.org

Roadway – Jay Bennett spoke of current initiatives and perceived obstacles to incorporating alternate borrow in highway projects.  He has scheduled for the Resource

Conservation Engineer to present at the next staff meeting with the goal of addressing these historic obstacles and developing tools to better deal with some of these issues in the future.

Materials & Tests – A set of core samples, and some basic data, was submitted to Jack Cowsert of Materials & Tests for preliminary review and testing of a design mix using recycled, crushed glass as a partial substitute for traditional aggregate.  These “glassphalt” cores were taking from a parking lot area that was part of a Pasquotank County project. 

Pavement Management – A teleconference has been scheduled with Jerry Blackwelder  to discuss NCDOT history with the use of rubberized asphalt and to explore the possibility of another pilot project utilizing an improved method developed by ARTS (Asphalt Rubber Technology Service) at Clemson University.

Research – Rick Lakata was present for Research and Analysis and announced his official assignment to replace Rodger Rochelle on the Task Force.  He voiced his support for the goals of the Task Force and spoke briefly of past and current national research on recycling in highway construction.  He also mentioned the availability of an article published by the FHWA that describes several recently completed or ongoing research projects pertaining to recycling in highway projects.  This publication is available online or from the Government Printing Office.  We welcome Rick to the team.

Value Engineering – Wayne Johnson supported and agreed with the comments of Jay Bennett.  He stressed that his section did as much as possible to help overcome some of the obstacles by promote the utilization of recycled products, solid waste, and industrial byproducts on the back end through the VE and VECP process.  He stressed that they continue to attempt to identify opportunities that were somehow overlooked or questionable during initial design and to do the research and studies necessary to justify  increased usage.

Maintenance – A maintenance representative was not present at the meeting.

Resource Conservation – Brian Ketchem reported that the process of identifying a recycling “pilot project” is continuing and it is his hope to be able to designate both a TIP and a design-build pilot project in the next couple of months.  The design-build pilot project is a continuation of the work by Brian and Victor Barbour to evaluate the award criteria for design-build contracts to encourage the use of recycled products in these projects.

GeoEnvironmental – Greg Smith announced plans for the July 2005 Summer Meeting of the Transportation Research Board (TRB) in Charlotte.  The TRB is working towards a “recycled products” track and is working with the Resource Conservation Engineer to develop a series of presentations and field trips to highlight NCDOT projects utilizing recycled products, solid waste, and/or industrial byproducts. 

General Services – John Sharp gave a brief update on the current procedural policies for recycling computers and electronics.  He distributed an educational flyer to assist those responsible for handling this type of surplus equipment and offered his assistance with future issues relating to this waste stream.  He also updated the Task Force on his new “Swap Shop” web page and his hope to go live with this program shortly after the beginning of the new fiscal year.  Further information on both of these programs can be obtained directly from John or by visiting his web site at: http://www.ncdot.org/environment/3R/

DENR-DPPEA – Scott Mouw expressed his support for the goals of the Task Force. He noted past and current projects of interest including the lightweight aggregate consortium that includes Brian Ketchem as a member, recycled glass utilization such as the paver currently under new products review, and the potential for exploring the use of compost in sediment and erosion control.  He said that he appreciates the effort that NCDOT has put forth and looks forward to more successes in the future.  He also stated that he makes every effort to tout the accomplishments of NCDOT and the Task Force.  He feels the benefits we offer developing markets for recycled products and reusable wastes, in assisting with problem wastes, the assistance offered to entrepreneurs through the New Products process, as well the overall benefit to the state is something that is under recognized.

Meeting Dates - The next meeting date is scheduled for August 18th.  The meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services large conference room.  

Adjournment – There being no other items of business, the meeting was adjourned.
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