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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Michael F. Easley

Lyndo Tippett

Governor

  Secretary


February 27, 2003

MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandy Nance, Jack Cowsert, P.E.; Battle Whitley, P.E.; 




Jerry Blackwelder, P.E.; David Smith, P.E.; Rodger 

Rochelle, P.E.; Charles Tomlinson; Jay Bennett, P.E.; Roy Shelton, P.E.

FROM:


Brian Ketchem





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:
Minutes of the February 19, 2003 Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, February 19, 2003 at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services Conference Room.  Those in attendance were: Sandy Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; Tom Rhodes and Scott Mouw, DPPEA-DENR; David Smith, Preconstruction; Rodger Rochelle, Research; Johnny Williams, Maintenance; John Sharp, General Services; Azam Azimi, Frankie Draper, Dale Frantz and Brian Ketchem, Design Services.

The following items were discussed:

DOT Annual Recycling Report: Fiscal Year 2002 – John Sharp from General Services presented the DOT Annual Recycle/Reuse /Reduce Report and shared photos of efforts made in each Division to increase reduction, reuse, and recycling of our waste.  Annual totals of many different materials were given as well as information on a number of innovative programs and employees that are constantly working to reduce DOT’s resource consumption, minimize waste generation, and to save money.  It is inspiring and interesting to see another side of DOT’s efforts.  An electronic copy of the presentation can be requested from John Sharp of General Services by email at jsharp@dot.state.nc.us.

Safety and Emerging Issues Committee Presentation – Sandy Nance informed the task force of a presentation that was given to the Safety and Emerging Issues Committee which highlighted the departments use of waste tires.  It focused on historical uses of waste tires and stressed the Departments goal to strive towards supporting the continued use of waste tires to develop markets for this material in the state and to promote the manufacture of new, value added products utilizing this waste stream for various DOT uses.

Press Release – It was announced that the Public Information Office is drafting a press release that will also highlight the Department of Transportation’s continued effort to utilize waste tires in our construction projects.  A release date and a copy of the release will be supplied to task force members when it becomes available.

Recycled Drums – Sandy updated the task force on the status of the recycled traffic drum issue.  At this time the drums are not readily available at a competitive price and will not be specified on any jobs.  This effort may be reinitiated when a supply becomes available that is equal or lower in price and readily available in adequate quantities.

American Excelsior Recyclex, #NP-02-3984 – This is an erosion control matting that is made of 100% recycled PET.  It is currently under review by both the New Products Evaluation Committee and David Harris of Roadside Erosion Control and Vegetation Management as representative expert from our task force.  It will be discussed during the March 20th New Products meeting and an update will be given at our next meeting.  Anyone else who like to offer input on this product is encourage to do so.

Modular Scour Prevention, #NP-02-1537 – This is a scour prevention system that uses baled tires buried at the base of stream crossing structures to reduce scour.  The tires are baled together, lowered into place at the base of the structure, then filled and buried in the stream or riverbed to hold them in place.  The ties are bound with multiple straps, also made from tires, which are held together with stainless steel clips in each stack and between stacks to form a bound unit.  Marketing literature states a 1000 pound tensile rating on the straps and research data was quoted from Colorado State University and Dana Humphrey at the University of Maine.  Azam Azimi of the New Products Committee has written to the applicant and has asked for more detail on durability and reliability of the ties that bind the tires together as well as an inquiry into what action the applicant recommends in the event of a failure of the ties or a loss of the systems structural integrity.  An update will be given as the evaluation progresses and anyone from this task force that has input on this product is encourage to obtain a copy of the application, and related info, from me for review.

P-BLOCK Offset Block, #NP-03-4110 – A sample and specification for the newest available and approved brand of offset block was presented.  It was noted that this product is made entirely of High Density Polyethylene (HDPE) and does not use scrap tires.  John Sharp noted that he would recommend that the products utilizing waste tires be used when possible due to the huge issue with waste tires and the limited markets for this material.  HDPE is currently used in many different products.  

Open Discussion – A few members mentioned names that they felt were missing or should be added to the distribution list.  These omissions and additions were noted and will be handled accordingly.

Also, a picture was circulated of a Texas DOT project that uses baled tires for slope stabilization.  The tires are bound into bales approximately 3 feet wide by 3 feet tall by 5 feet long and placed into the excavated slope.  This initial layer is covered with soil and compacted, then another layer of baled tires is added and covered with soil, this continues in alternating layers until the final soil cap is placed, rolled, and planted.  Stabilization studies are underway and will be offered to interested task force members for input when available.

Meeting Dates - The next meeting date has been changed to April 17th.  The meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services large conference room.  

Adjournment – There being no other items of business, the meeting was adjourned.  
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