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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Michael F. Easley

Lyndo Tippett

Governor

  Secretary


February 26, 2001

MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandra Nance, Jack Cowsert, Battle Whitley, David Smith, 




Moy Biswas, Charles Tomlinson

FROM:


Marie Sutton





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:


Minutes of the February 21, 2001 Recycled Products and 




Solid Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, February 21, 2001 at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services Conference room.  Those in attendance were:  Sandra Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; Jack Cowsert and Cecil Jones, Materials and Tests Unit; John Sharp, Support Services; Moy Biswas, Research and Development; David King, Roadside Environmental; Azam Azim, Dale Frantz, Frankie Draper and Marie Sutton, Design Services; and Scott Mouw, DENR.

Recycling Project – R-2248C in Mecklenburg County has been selected to incorporate 200,000 cubic meters of fly ash and 12,238 cubic meters of chipped scrap tires.  This project requires 1.4 million cubic meters of borrow.  The special provisions were written allowing the contractor to utilize additional quantities of fly ash and scrap tires if needed and approval is received.  It was stated that borrow sources are becoming harder and harder to find which would help encourage the use of recycled materials.

Carolina Recycling Association Conference – The CRA Conference is scheduled for March 14 – 16 in South Carolina.  The NCDOT will be exhibiting at the conference and Marie Sutton and John Sharp have been approved to attend and represent the Department.

2001 Environmental Excellence Awards – Secretary Tippett announced at the Finance and Programming Committee meeting that the NCDOT has won the “Recycling” category in the 2001 Environmental Excellence Awards sponsored by the Federal Highway Administration.  The entry was for DOT’s partnership with Wake County Habitat for Humanity in the deconstruction of houses within the Right of Way.  Marie Sutton will attend the ceremony in Washington, D.C. on April 20 to receive the award.  Public Information plans to do a news release closer to the April 20 presentation date.

Rubber Dust  – Land-of-Sky regional Council has submitted samples of residues from the final sanding operation performed on rubber rollers and printing blankets manufactured by Day, Int.   The samples were passed around and Task Force Members were asked to consider any uses of this material.  Moy Biswas suggested that they contact Akhtar Tayebali at NC State to discuss possible usage of this material.  Scott Mouw stated that a member of DENR’s staff oversees the Land-Of-Sky Council.  It was suggested that a member of the Council attend a future Recycled Products Task Force meeting to see how it functions.  Scott Mouw agreed to extend an invitation to them.  

Recycled Concrete – Materials and Tests is working with a company in Charlotte to place their concrete recycling operation on the Department’s Aggregate QC/QA Program.  Jack Cowsert stated that recycled concrete goes by the same standards as virgin aggregate and they should not have any problems meeting the guidelines.   

Electronics Recycling – An inquiry was made the Task Force about the use of co-mingled plastics from computers in roadbeds.  These plastics are the rejected parts from normal recycling operations.  There was concern expressed over the metalized coatings, paint or other hazardous materials that could be mixed in with the plastics.   It would be difficult to have a MSDS with the inconsistent mixture of plastics.  The Task Force could not identify a use for this material at this time.   

Left over/Wasted Concrete – Marie Sutton stated she had received a request for information on the use of left over or wasted concrete from ready-mix concrete suppliers from NC Division of Pollution Prevention and Environmental Assistance.  Dale Frantz stated the New Products Evaluation Committee is reviewing a proposal from Redi-Rock International, LLC to use returned concrete in the manufacture of retaining wall blocks.  This information will be forwarded to NCDPPEA.  

Street Sweepings – Massachusetts DOT is looking for ways to utilize street sweepings into construction or maintenance operations.  The NCDOT has not had any experience with reusing this material and could not offer any suggestions.

Scrap Tire Mulch – David King stated that additional areas of mulch made from scrap tires had been placed around the Transportation Building.  One of the disadvantages is that the chips do not bond together very well and are being dragged or washed out into the street.  

Artificial Reefs – Azam Azimi distributed copies of a newspaper article that was in the News and Observer recently that addressed the use of artificial fishing reefs.  Some of the items utilized are concrete rubble from demolished bridges and scrap tires.  There was a problem with the scrap tires washing back onto shore several years ago.  The concrete structures seem to be working well.  

Compost Project – Scott Mouw stated that Craig Coker is working on a demonstration project in which compost will be used for berms and slope cover as a comparison with silt fences.  Scott stated that this would be a good opportunity for the Department to participate.  

Cherry Point Recycling – John Sharp stated he received a letter from MCAS Cherry Point stating they generate concrete, asphalt, asphalt roof shingles, coal ash, silica sand and wood waste and would like to work with the Department in finding projects to incorporate some of these materials.  Marie Sutton will contact Cherry Point to get additional information.

Meeting Dates – The next Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 18, 2001 in the Design Services Conference Room at 8:00 a.m.  By copy of these minutes, all interested parties are invited to attend.

There being no other items of business, the meeting was adjourned.
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