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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Michael F. Easley

Lyndo Tippett

Governor

  Secretary


April 30, 2003

MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandy Nance, Jack Cowsert, P.E.; Battle Whitley, P.E.; 




Jerry Blackwelder, P.E.; David Smith, P.E.; Rodger 

Rochelle, P.E.; Charles Tomlinson; Jay Bennett, P.E.; Roy Shelton, P.E.

FROM:


Brian Ketchem





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:
Minutes of the April 17, 2003 Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, April 17, 2003 at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services Conference Room.  Those in attendance were: Sandy Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; Scott Mouw, DPPEA-DENR; David Smith, Preconstruction; Roy Shelton, PDEA; Jack Cowsert, Materials and Tests; Jerry Blackwelder, Pavement Management; Glenn Mumford, Roadway Design; Mustan Kadibhai, Research; Charles Tomlinson, Roadside Environmental; John Sharp, General Services; Wayne Johnson, Dale Frantz and Brian Ketchem, Design Services.

The following items were discussed:

Recycled Tire Sound Wall Public Hearing Presentation – Wayne Johnson updated the Task Force on a new project utilizing a sound wall filled with recycled tire material.  The wall will be installed on an I-85 bridge at Club Boulevard.  The proposed wall features tong and groove, modular sections made from fiberglass-reinforced polymer composite that are filled with ground, recycled waste tires.  The product offers superior sound reduction, with a Sound Transmission Class of 36, a modular and lightweight design, is fire and weather resistant, and also utilizes scrap waste tires.  Wayne shared a photo/visualization created by Design Services for the local planning process.  The photo showed the new bridge as it will look when completed with the sound wall system installed across the bridge span.  Since the sound wall is brick as it approaches the bridge from both sides, the new sound wall components installed on the bridge will be colored by the manufacturer to mimic the color of the brick in the rest of the adjacent wall.  An update and photos will be shared with task force members as the project progresses.

One North Carolina Naturally Conservation Exhibit Symposium – John Sharp shared the experience of Governor Easley’s One North Carolina Naturally Conservation Exhibit Symposium with those that did not attend.  DOT was well represented with ten tables of exhibits and a selection of alternative fuel vehicles.  A number of various groups within DOT were present and had good information to share.  John felt like it was a great chance for DOT to highlight some of the things we do on a daily basis to help the environment and that the message seemed well received. John promised to share some photos with the Task Force when he gets them finished.  Thanks John.  There wouldn’t have been such a positive DOT presence without all of your hard work organizing the effort. 

Final Draft – Tire Recycling Press Release – A final copy of the press release that highlights the Department of Transportation’s continued efforts to utilize waste tires in our construction projects was supplied to task force members.  The release date was March 27th and some positive public feedback has already been received.  

Alternative Tire Usage Legislation – On October 24, 2002 The North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Division of Environmental Health On-Site Wastewater Section approved an innovative wastewater system that substitutes tire chips for rock aggregate in nitrification fields.  This could possibly open up new options for waste tire utilization.  Wayne Johnson noted that a stormwater dissemination field would be a likely use for this material.  Wayne has recently visited one that was constructed at Topsail Beach this past month and stated that more are scheduled to be built down east this year. Jack Cowsert stated that the material would be subject to a QC/QA process for approval in such a use and would likely need to be classified as something other than aggregate.   The Task Force will be updated on progress of the material review and any future usage.

Compost in Erosion Control Study Update – An update was given on the status of the research going on in Mecklenberg County on I-485 (R-2248C, D).  An email update from David Harris was shared with the Task Force.  David stated that Dr. McLaughlin and his staff have been working on placing devices on the project.  Due to some delays, the project is temporarily in low gear and is expanding into the next section of the project.  More controls will be installed at a later date.  Periodic progress will be shared with the Task Force members.

Green Rest Area Update – Charles Tomlinson updated the members on the status of the green rest area project.  He stated that finding a suitable site remains the issue.  A location in Currituck County is currently being evaluated.

Rubber Mulch Etc. – The members were updated on a meeting with the manufacturer representatives from Rubber Mulch, Etc.  Their latest testing data and product literature were shared with interested members and the array of samples was available for inspection. 

Meeting Dates - The next meeting date is scheduled for June 18th.  The meeting will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services large conference room.  

Adjournment – There being no other items of business, the meeting was adjourned.  
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