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  STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Michael F. Easley

Lyndo Tippett

Governor

  Secretary


April 22, 2002

MEMORANDUM TO:
Sandy Nance, Jack Cowsert, P.E.; Battle Whitley, P.E.; 




Jerry Blackwelder, P.E.; David Smith, P.E.; Moy Biswas, 




P.E.; Rodger Rochelle, P.E.; Charles Tomlinson; Jay 




Bennett, P.E.; Roy Shelton, P.E.

FROM:


Marie Sutton





Resource Conservation Engineer

SUBJECT:


Minutes of the April 17, 2002 Recycled Products and Solid 




Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, April 17, 2002 at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services Conference Room.  Those in attendance were:  Sandy Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; John Sharp, General Services; Tom Rhodes and Matt Ewadinger, DPPEA; John Pilipchuk, Geotechnical; Mustan Kadibhai, Research and Development; Jay Bennett, Roadway Design; Roy Shelton, PDEA; Susan Cauley and Charles Tomlinson, Roadside Environmental; Hesham El-Boulaki, Materials and Tests; David Smith, Preconstruction; Battle Whitley, State Road Maintenance; Victor Barbour, Azam Azimi, Frankie Draper, Dale Frantz and Marie Sutton, Design Services; Ed Buchan and Mike Michael, ACF Environmental.

GeoHay Bales – Ed Buchan and Mike Michael, ACF Environmental, presented weed free GeoHay Bales made from 100% recycled post-manufacturer carpet fiber.  The bales are designed to be utilized in lieu of hay bales as sediment and erosion control devices.  They can be reused several times and when they are damaged beyond repair, they can be burned in kilns instead of other fuels, such as scrap tires, with less emissions.   The New Products Evaluation Committee is currently reviewing this product.  

Electronic Telephone Book – John Sharp gave a presentation on the use of the electronic version of the White and Yellow Pages.  This is currently under trial evaluation by E.D. Walker’s group before it is made available to all DOT employees.  The electronic version contains listings for approximately 100 major cities, including 8 in North Carolina (Asheville, Winston-Salem, Raleigh, Wilmington, Greenville, Greensboro, Charlotte, Chapel Hill).   The number of telephone books ordered have been cut in half and with the use of the electronic version, this number should be greatly reduced even further in the future.  Committee members were given the website address to load the telephone book onto their computers if they would like to try it out and give comments to John.  

Centerline Newsletter - The Carsonite Db Minus noise wall installed in Winston-Salem was featured in the April edition of the Centerline Newsletter.  The wall included approximately 8,000 scrap tires within the panels.  A copy of the newsletter was shown for those who may not have received a copy.

Fiber Cement Siding Byproduct – The Department reviewed the use of ABTco’s fiber cement siding byproduct in 1998 but could not identify a suitable application.  Certainteed recently purchased the company from ABTco and asked that the use of this material be reviewed again.  They currently have approximately 10,000 tons of the material stockpiled at their location in Roaring River.  Carl McCann, Division 11, has been asked to review the use of this material in Division maintenance operations.  The siding comes in 4’ x 8’ or 4’ x 12’ sheets but the company can grind it into small pieces to be used as road stabilization or other applications.

Use of Coal Fly Ash, U-2248C – This project was originally scheduled to include 197,000 cubic meters of coal fly ash as embankment fill.  However, the ash was removed from the project after a VE study recommendation due to the high contract price received on another project.  After several meetings between DOT and Duke Power representatives, the Department agreed to include the fly ash as an alternate bid.  The project is scheduled for the July 2002 letting.  

No Burn Projects – Marie Sutton contacted the Division Construction Engineers requesting their assistance in tracking how the clearing and grubbing debris is handled on NCDOT “no burn” projects.  This information will be reported on the Department’s annual report to the legislature.  

Guardrail Offset Blocks – The National Transportation Safety Board recently discovered extensive termite damage in wood guardrail posts and has issued new safety recommendations as a result.  One of the recommendations was to inform AASHTO members about the weakened guardrail conditions due to termite infestation and urge them to perform periodic structure inspections of wood guardrail posts.  Based upon this, the M&T unit evaluated 100 different guardrail locations in 61 counties throughout the state.  Of those evaluated, 65 exhibited major distress, severe insect damage was observed at 35 locations, and other damaged locations were either severely cracked or checked, rotten or broken.   Cecil Jones, State Materials Engineer, has recommended that the use of wood guardrail posts and offset blocks be discontinued and that the standard be modified to specify steel guardrail posts with recycled plastic offset blocks.  The New Products Evaluation Committee has approved eight (8) types of recycled plastic guardrail offset blocks for use to date.

Meeting Dates - The meeting dates for the remainder of the year have been revised.  The new dates are June 19, September 18, and November 20.  All meetings will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the Design Services large conference room.  

Adjournment – There being no other items of business, the meeting was adjourned.  
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