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JAMES B. HUNT JR.
       P.O. BOX 25201, RALEIGH, N.C.  27611-5201       E. NORRIS TOLSON 

           GOVERNOR







                  SECRETARY

April 26, 1999

MEMORANDUM TO:
Ms. Sandy Nance; Messrs. Cecil Jones, P.E.;





Johnny Ransdell, David Stanley, Bryce Clodfelter,





Pat Strong, P.E., Charles Tomlinson

FROM:


Marie Sutton

SUBJECT:


Minutes of the April 21, 1999 Recycled Products and Solid 




Waste Utilization Task Force Meeting

The Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force met on Wednesday, April 21, 1999 at 8:30 a.m. in the Design Services Conference Room.  Those present were:  Sandy Nance, Chairperson, Administrator’s Office; Bryce Clodfelter, Preconstruction; Todd Whittington, Materials and Tests; Vic Tharasri, Facilities Design; Pat Strong, Research and Development; Frankie Draper, Azam Azimi, and Marie Sutton, Design Services; Maureen Colwell, Support Services; Charles Tomlinson and Jennifer Pitts, Roadside Environmental Unit; Jason Hale, John Nelms, and Tom Rhodes, Recycled Business Assistance Center; Wess Man, Clark Construction; and Pete Shubert, EPA.

Sandy Nance opened the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  

1. Carsonite DB Minus Noise Barrier – This noise barrier has been given “experimental usage approval” by the FHWA to be installed on a project in Winston-Salem.  The wall panels are constructed of fiberglass reinforced polymer composite that are filled with ground recycled tires.  The project, U-3829, is scheduled for the August 1999 letting.  The Research and Development Unit will monitor the preconstruction, construction and maintenance related items with the wall.  

2. Environmental Sustainability – Marie Sutton stated that the Department’s environmental sustainability plans were to be announced by Secretary Tolson on April 22, Earth Day, but this had to be postponed to May 5.

3. Blue Bird House Project –The NC Office of the Governor is coordinating a project to provide blue bird house kits to the schools in North Carolina.  The houses will be made from recycled pallets and will require the partnering of several state agencies.   State Surplus is collecting and shipping used wooden pallets to the Department of Corrections; Department of Corrections inmates are cutting the pallets into pieces for the houses; International Paper Company is using their trucks and personnel to distribute the bird house kits to educational centers across North Carolina; NC Department of Public Instruction, NC Office of Environmental Education, National and NC Bluebird Societies, NC Division of Parks, NC Wildlife Resources Commission and other environmental education-oriented entities will work together to produce educational materials for the kits. The NCDOT was contacted about furnishing used U-channel post to mount blue bird houses; however, the department does not generate enough of the used post to supply them for the kits.

4. Scrap Tires – Marie Sutton stated that a project had been selected in Winston-Salem to utilize 806,415 scrap tires.  This project was scheduled for the July, 1999 letting; however, this project has been put in suspension due to environmental permits not being issued and it could take up to 18 months before the project is let.  

5. Old Salem Pedestrian Bridge – A covered bridge was constructed in Old Salem to serve as a walkway across Old Salem Boulevard.  The bridge was constructed using timbers reclaimed from previous use.  Some of the timbers came from a demolished early 20th century fertilizer plant in Virginia, others came from the early 20th century Champion paper mill in Canton, NC.  The oldest timbers were pulled up from Savannah Harbor, Georgia where they had been used as pilings for over 200 years.  The ribbon cutting for the bridge was held on April 21, 1999.  

6. Habitat for Humanity – Sandy Nance stated that three houses in Holly Springs have been selected for partial deconstruction by the Habitat for Humanity.  They will mainly be removing oak floors, doors, cabinets, etc.  Habitat has stated they will not need DOT volunteers for this project.  

7. Green Building – Pete Shubert from the Environmental Protection Agency in the Research Triangle Park was invited to present the “green” building practices that have been used in the construction of the EPA’s new facility.  Wes Man, Project Engineer for Clark Construction, was also invited to attend.  Pete discussed how the EPA designed their facility to have the least amount of impact on the natural surroundings.  Some of the unique things done were to remove as many of the native plants possible before clearing the site; restricted the clearing limits to only areas required for construction; reduced road and utility clearing; used parking decks in lieu of surface parking; designed natural stormwater treatment, and the recycling of construction wastes.   The Department has agreed to design a “green” rest area and would like to include similar design methods.   

8. The next Recycled Products and Solid Waste Utilization Task Force meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 16, 1999 at 8:30 a.m. in the Design Services Conference room. 
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