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Standard:

Under the General Statutes of North Carolina, the NCDOT shall be responsible for
traffic control devices on all of the North Carolina State Highway System. All traffic control

devices used on public streets and highways in North Carolina shall conform to the MUTCD
and the NCSMUTCD.

Section 1A.09 Engineering Study and Engineering Judgment

Standard:
This Manual describes the application of traffic control devices, but shall not be a
legal requirement for their installation.

Guidance:

The decision to use a particular device at a particular location should be made on the basis of
either an engineering study or the application of engineering judgment. Thus, while this Manual
provides Standards, Guidance, and Options for design and application of traffic control devices,
this Manual should not be considered a substitute for engineering judgment.

Engineering judgment should be exercised in the selection and application of traffic control
devices, as well as in the location and design of the roads and streets that the devices
complement. Jurisdictions with responsibility for traffic control that do not have engineers on
their staffs should seek engineering assistance from others, such as the State transportation
agency, their County, a nearby large City, or a traffic engineering consultant.

Section 1A.13 Definitions of Words and Phrases in This Manual
Amended and add the following:

Standard:

When used in this Manual, the text heading of Standard shall be defined as follows:

A. Standard—a statement of required, mandatory, or specifically prohibitive practice
regarding a traffic control device. All Standard statements are labeled, and the text
appears in bold type. The verb “shall” is typically used. The verb “should” and “may” are
not used in Standard statements. Standard statements are sometimes modified by Options.

The following words and phrases, when used in this Manual, shall have the following
meanings:

64. Engineering Judgment—the evaluation of available pertinent information, and
the application of appropriate principles, Standards, Guidance, and practices as contained
in the Manual and other sources, for the purpose of deciding upon the applicability, design,
operation, or installation of a traffic control device. Engineering judgment shall be
exercised by an engineer, or by an individual working under the supervision of an
engineer, through the application of procedures and criteria established by the engineer.
Documentation of engineering judgment is not required.

Section 1A.08 to 1A.13
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65. Engineering Study—the comprehensive analysis and evaluation of available
pertinent information, and the application of appropriate principles, Standards, Guidance,
and practices as contained in this Manual and other sources, for the purpose of deciding
upon the applicability, design, operation, or installation of a traffic control device. An
engineering study shall be performed by an engineer, or by an individual working under
the supervision of an engineer, through the application of procedures and criteria
established by the engineer. An engineering study shall be documented.

Section 1A.13



