
Transportation Conformity 101 

Session I: Course Overview 



Welcome! 

 This course is designed to provide transportation and air quality 

planners and other stakeholders with an introduction to Transportation 

Conformity. 

 

• An overview of the transportation and air quality planning 

processes, and their relationship 

 

• A review of the major requirements of transportation conformity 

 

• Highlights of certain aspects of the conformity process, such as 

interagency coordination 



Course Learning Outcomes 

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to: 

 

1. Define Transportation Conformity and describe how it relates to 
transportation planning and air quality planning. 

 

2. Identify the frequency requirements and triggers for transportation 
conformity determinations.  

 

3. Identify and explain the different components of transportation 
conformity: 

 Regional emissions analysis,  

 Interagency consultation,  

 Use of latest planning assumptions and emissions model, and 

 Timely implementation of transportation control measures. 



Course Learning Outcomes (continued) 

4.  Describe the roles of various agencies in planning and 

conformity.  

 

5. Gain an appreciation for the different analytical modeling 

techniques and data requirements that are needed to support a 

conformity determination. 

 

6. Explain the consequences of an area’s inability to achieve 

conformity. 

 



Course Overview 

   Part A: Introduction/Background 

• Section 1:  Course Overview 

• Section 2:  Overview of Transportation Planning   

• Section 3:  Overview of Air Quality & Air Quality Planning 

 

Part B: Transportation Conformity 

• Section 4:  What is Transportation Conformity? 

• Section 5:  Applicability/Frequency of Conformity Requirements 

• Section 6:  Major Conformity Requirements: Regional Emissions  

   Analysis and Assumptions/Data 

• Section 7:  Other Major Conformity Requirements: TCMs and  

   Project-level Requirements  



Course Overview (continued) 

Part C: Features 

• Section 8: Emissions Estimation and Modeling Basics 

• Section 9: Consequences of Conformity Lapses and 

   SIP Failures 

• Section 10: Conformity Resources 

  



Introductions 

• Instructor(s) 

• Participant introductions 

What is your name? 

For what agency/organization do you work? 

What do you hope to get out of the course? 

What are your main questions or concerns, if any? 

 



Course Logistics 

• Class Times 

 

• Breaks and lunch 

 

• Location of restrooms 



Questions or Comments? 



Transportation Conformity 101 

Session 2: Overview of Transportation Planning 



Objectives 

• List and describe the major transportation planning products 

 

• Describe the public involvement requirements for transportation 

planning 

 

• Identify the roles and responsibilities of various agencies in the 

transportation planning process 



Major Transportation Planning Products 

 

Transportation Plans 

 1. Statewide 

 2. Metropolitan 

 

Transportation Improvement Programs 

 3. Statewide (STIP) 

 4. Metropolitan (TIP) 



Transportation Plans - Overview 

• A plan is multi-modal strategy 
for long term transportation 
investments (20 years) 

• Plans are developed by states 
and MPOs 

• Discusses projected future 
transportation demand  

• Statewide plan usually policy 
oriented 

• Metropolitan plan more project 
oriented 

23 CFR Parts 450 and 500 



Statewide Transportation Plan 

    The State shall develop a long-range statewide 
transportation plan, with a minimum 20-year forecast 
period at the time of adoption, that provides for the 
development and implementation of the multimodal 
transportation system for the State. 

23 CFR §450.214(a) 



Statewide Transportation Plan Requirements 

• Minimum 20-year horizon, updated periodically 

• The plan should include: 

– Connections between modes (multi-modal) 

– Capital, operations, and management strategies 

– Studies that were relevant to the development of the 
plan 

– A safety element 

– A security element 

– Potential environmental mitigation activities and 
potential areas to carry out these activities 

• A financial plan may be included, but is not required 

• No conformity requirements 

23 CFR §450.214 



Metropolitan Transportation Plan 

“means the official multimodal transportation 

plan addressing no less than a 20-year planning 

horizon that is developed, adopted, and updated 

by the MPO through the metropolitan 

transportation planning process.” 

 

 23 CFR § 450.104 



Metropolitan Transportation Plan Requirements 

• Minimum 20-year 
planning horizon 

• Update at least every 
four years in 
nonattainment and 
maintenance areas 

• Update at least every 
five years in attainment 
areas 

• Conformity applies in 
nonattainment and 
maintenance areas  

 

23 CFR §450.322 



Metropolitan Plan Content 

(All Areas) 

• Projected transportation demand 

• Existing and proposed transportation facilities 

• Operational and management strategies 

• Results of the congestion management process in TMAs 

• Preserve the existing and future infrastructure 

• Proposed improvements in sufficient detail to develop cost 
estimates 

• Discussion of potential environmental mitigation activities 

• Pedestrian walkway and bicycle transportation facilities 

• Transportation and transit enhancement activities 

• A safety element 

• A financial plan 



Additional Metropolitan Plan Inclusions 

(Nonattainment and Maintenance Areas) 

• The identification of SOV projects that result from a congestion 
management process in TMAs that are nonattainment for ozone 
or carbon monoxide 

 

• Design concept and design scope descriptions of all existing 
and proposed transportation facilities in sufficient detail to 
determine conformity 

 

• Specific financial strategies to ensure the implementation of 
TCMs in the applicable SIP 



Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

(STIP) 

• STIP is four-year listing of projects 

statewide 

• Must be updated at least every 

four years 

• STIP is reviewed and approved by 

DOT (FHWA/FTA) 

• STIP is not subject to conformity 



Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 

(STIP) 

“…means a statewide prioritized listing/program 

of transportation projects covering a period of 

four years that is consistent with the long-range 

statewide transportation plan, metropolitan 

transportation plans, and TIPs, and required for 

projects to be eligible for funding under title 23 

U.S.C and title 49 U.S.C. Chapter 53.” 

 

49 CFR Part 613 § 23 CFR 450.104 



Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

• TIPs serve as a four-year priority list of projects for MPOs 

• TIP must: 

• Include a description of projects 

• Be consistent with the transportation plan 

• Be fiscally constrained 

• TIPs must be updated at least once every 4 years 

• TIP expires when STIP approval expires 



Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 

“…means a prioritized listing/program of 
transportation projects covering a period of 
four years that is developed and formally 
adopted by an MPO as part of the 
metropolitan planning process, consistent 
with the metropolitan transportation plan, 
and required for projects to be eligible for 
funding under title 23 U.S.C. and title 49 
U.S.C. Chapter 53.” 

 23 CFR §450.104 



TIP Requirements: Projects 

Must include: 

• All regionally significant projects requiring an action by 

FHWA/FTA 

• Capital and non-capital surface transportation projects (or 

phases of projects) within the boundaries of MPO planning 

area 

• For public information and conformity purposes, all regional 

significant projects regardless of funding source 



TIP Requirements: Projects 

Descriptions of projects and project phases must be complete 

including 

• Estimated total project cost 

• Amount of federal funds to be obligated during each program 

year for the project or project phase 

• Identification of agency responsible for implementing the 

project or phase 

Projects may be grouped by function, work type, or geographic 

area 



TIP Requirements: Others 

•  Financial plan that demonstrates how 

the approved TIP can be implemented 

 

•  Opportunity for public comment 



Specific TIP Requirements in Nonattainment and 

Maintenance Areas 

Fiscal Constraint: 

Projects included in the first 2 years of the TIP limited to those with 

“available” or “committed” funds 

 

49 CFR Part 613, § 23 CFR 450.324(i) 



Specific TIP Requirements in Nonattainment and 

Maintenance Areas 

Projects and Grouping of projects: 

• Projects specified in sufficient design detail for air quality 

analysis 

• Projects in the TIP are allowed to be grouped into classifications 

that are consistent with the “exempt projects” in the conformity 

rule 

 



Specific TIP Requirements in Nonattainment and 

Maintenance Areas 

Transportation Control Measures (TCMs): 

• TCMs in an approved SIP must be identified in the TIP 

 

• TIP provides priority funding for timely implementation of TCMs 

and describes the progress in implementation 

 

 

49 CFR Part 613 

23 CFR 450.324(e)(5), 324(i) 

and 450.330(e) 



Specific TIP Requirements in Nonattainment and 

Maintenance Areas 

Public Participation/Hearing: 

     Nonattainment TMAs – at least one 

formal public meeting during TIP 

development 



Relationship Between the TIP and the STIP 

• All TIPs incorporated into the STIP 

– Federal conformity finding is required before 

nonattainment or maintenance area TIP can be included 

in the STIP 

• TIP expires when STIP approval expires 

• Projects in a “donut” area must be included in the regional 

emissions analysis that support the TIP conformity 

determination before added to the STIP 

 



 Transportation Planning Requirements: 

 Public Involvement 

• Provide opportunity for public review and comment 

• Involve the public in transportation planning – “early and 

often” 

• Periodically review their public involvement efforts (states 

and MPOs) 

• Develop a “Participation Plan” that provides opportunity 

for interested parties to comment on metropolitan plans 

and TIPs (MPOs) 



Public Involvement Requirements 

(Nonattainment and Maintenance Areas) 

• Establish a proactive public 
involvement process 

• Providing reasonable public 
access to technical and policy 
information at the beginning of 
the public comment period 

• Public Involvement must occur 
prior to taking formal action on 
a conformity determination 



Sample Roles and Responsibilities in 

Transportation Planning 

MPOs Prepare metropolitan plans and TIPs • Develop/maintain travel 

data/models & socioeconomic data 

State DOTs Develop statewide plans and STIPs • Assist in data 

management and modeling 

State Air 

Agencies 

Coordinate with MPOs on TCMs 

US DOT 

(FTA/FHWA) 

Obligate and release federal funds • Perform MPO planning 

certification reviews 

Transit 

Operators 

Sponsor projects in the plan and TIP • Designated recipient for 

federal transit funds • May be voting member of MPO 

Local Gov’t Participate as MPO members • Sponsor projects in the plan 

and TIP 

Regional 

Authorities 

Sponsor projects in the plan and TIP • May be voting member 

of MPO 



Summary – Transportation Plans 

• Transportation plans have at least a 20-year horizon 

• Metropolitan plans in nonattainment and 
maintenance areas must be updated at least every 4 
years and require a new conformity determination. 

• Non-exempt projects amendments to metropolitan 
plans in nonattainment and maintenance areas 
require a new conformity determination 

• A conformity determination is not required for 
statewide plans. 

• For more information, see the Conformity Reference 
Guide Chapter 1: 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conformity/ref_guid/chap1.htm  



Summary – Transportation Improvement Programs 
• TIP is a four-year document and must be updated at least every 

four years 

• In nonattainment and maintenance areas: 

– TIP conformity determination is required every four years, 
for TIP updates, and for TIP amendments of non-exempt 
projects 

– TCMs in an approved SIP must be identified in the TIP 
with priority funding 

– Project descriptions must be sufficient to analyze 
emissions impacts 

– Projects included in the first 2 years are limited to those 
with “available” or “committed” funds 

• No conformity required for STIPs 

• For more information, see the Conformity Reference Guide 
Chapter 1: 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conformity/ref_guid/chap1.htm  



Questions 



Transportation Conformity 101 

Session 3: Overview of Air Quality and Air Quality Planning 

 

 



Overview 

Section A: Air Quality 

 

Section B: Air Quality Planning – State Implementation Plans 



Air Quality – Session Objectives 

• List the categories of emissions sources 

 

• Describe the NAAQS and designations 

 

• List precursor pollutants 

 



Categorizing Emissions Sources 

• Point (e.g., electric utilities, refineries, etc.) 

• Area (e.g., dry cleaners, paints, solvents, etc.) 

• Mobile (e.g., cars, trucks, buses, etc.) 

  On-Road (Cars, trucks, buses) 

  Non-Road (Airplanes, trains, construction equipment) 

• Biogenic (e.g., trees, vegetation, soils) 



Air Quality – Regulatory Framework 

The Clean Air Act (CAA)  

• sets the framework and goals for improving air quality to 

protect public health 

• sets forth provisions for the attainment and maintenance of 

NAAQSs (Title 1) 

• ensures that the SIP achieves its goals to protect human 

health, coordinates transportation and air quality planning 

processes, and improves data and planning assumptions. 



Air Quality – Regulatory Framework 

• National Ambient Air Quality 

Standards (NAAQS) (40 CFR 50) 

–NAAQS are set for “criteria” 

pollutants - those that 

adversely affect human 

health and safety 

–NAAQS are set at levels to 

ensure adequate protection 

of the public 

 



What are the NAAQS? 



What are the NAAQS? (continued) 

• For a summary description of each of the criteria 

pollutants, visit 

http://www.epa.gov/oar/oaqps/greenbk/o3co.html.   

 

• For a list of the standards and explanation of how 

each is achieved, visit 

http://www.epa.gov/air/criteria.html.  

 



Transportation-Related Pollutants 

Pollutant Concentration Type of Average 

Carbon 
Monoxide 

10 mg/m3 (9 ppm) 
40 mg/m3 (35 ppm) 

8-hour (with one exceedance per year) 
1-hour (with one exceedance per year) 

Ozone 

.070-.060 ppm 
(proposed 2010 
std) 

.075 ppm (’08) std 

0.08 ppm (’97) std 

8-hour Average  

Particulate 
Matter 
PM-2.5 

15 g/m3 

35 g/m3  
Annual Average   
24-hour  

Particulate 
Matter 
PM-10 

150 g/m3 24-hour 

 
Nitrogen Dioxide is also a transportation-related pollutant.  

• Los Angeles is a maintenance area 

• The Proposed revision to the NAAQs could require near roadway monitor. The 

final rule will be final January 22, 2010.  



Designations 

• Made individually for each NAAQS pollutant 

• Plans must be created to bring the area back into 

attainment 

• When an area achieves attainment of the NAAQS: 

– Areas can request redesignation as a “Maintenance 

Area” 

– Maintenance areas are required to have a plan to 

maintain the standard for 20 years 



Precursor Pollutants 

Ozone (O3) PM10 PM2.5 NO2 

NOx 

Ammonia 
(NH3) 

VOC 

Sulfur oxides 
(SOx) 

Criteria pollutants 

P 
R 
E 
C 
U 
R 
S 
O 
R 
 
 
 





Air Quality Review 

1. List the major categories of emissions sources; what is an example of each?  

2. What is a NAAQS? What are the criteria pollutants? (list) 

3. What is a designation? For what pollutants do we make designations? Who 

makes them? 

4. What are the precursor pollutants for ozone? For PM2.5? 

 



Section B: Air Quality Planning – State 

Implementation Plans 



Section B Objectives 

• Describe a State Implementation Plan and its mobile source-

related elements 

• Emissions inventories 

• Motor Vehicle Emissions Budgets (MVEBs) 

• List types of SIPs 

• Discuss SIP failures, sanctions, and time clocks 

• Describe roles and responsibilities in developing SIPs 



State Implementation Plan (SIP) - Description 

• The SIP is an air quality plan that shows how an area will meet 

the NAAQS 

• SIPs are… 

– Required by the CAA for nonattainment or maintenance 

areas of one or more NAAQS 

– Prepared by the state and approved by EPA 

– Prepared within 3 years after the effective date of a 

nonattainment designation 

• SIPs provide for the implementation and enforcement of 

emission control measures from all source categories 



Elements of a SIP - Inventory 

Inventories are detailed accounting of all emissions and emissions 

sources 

• Helps define the emissions problem 

• Used as the basis for: 

– Establishing emissions reductions targets to enable the 

area to attain the NAAQS 

– Setting caps on emissions 



Elements of a SIP - Inventory (Continued) 

Inputs to on-road emission inventory include: 

• Number and types of vehicles in the 

region 

• Age of vehicles 

• Rate of fleet turnover  

• Seasonal temperatures 

• Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) 

• Transportation network 



Example of NOx Emissions Inventory 
2002 Controlled Emissions: Washington DC-MD-VA Non-attainment Area 



Elements of a SIP - Emissions Budgets 

• Emissions inventory used to establish an emissions “budget” for 

on-road sources for each pollutant 

– Not all nonattainment / maintenance areas are required 

to have budgets 

– Budget must be determined “adequate” or approved by 

EPA 

• Motor vehicle emissions budgets serve as a regulatory limit for 

on-road mobile source emissions 

• SIP control measures / strategies are identified to reduce 

emissions as necessary to attain or maintain standard 



Elements of a SIP - Emissions Budgets (con’t) 

• Conformity is demonstrated using the motor vehicle emissions 

budgets  

• Conformity is the link between the SIP and the transportation 

plan/TIP 

• Projected emissions from the transportation plan and TIP 

must be at or below the SIP budgets 

• Planning assumptions used to develop SIP budgets must be 

the latest available information 

(e.g., vehicle types, VMT, population, etc.) 



Elements of a SIP - Emissions Budgets (con’t) 

• Planning assumptions used to develop SIP budgets must 

be based on the latest available information (e.g., vehicle 

types, VMT, population, etc.) 

 

• The latest emissions model must be used when 

developing SIP budgets 

 

• Different types of SIPs can have budgets: 

– Reasonable Further Progress or Attainment SIPs 

(aka control strategy SIPs) 

– Maintenance SIPs 



Emissions Budget Years 

Budgets are established for: 

• Milestone years (e.g., rate of progress plans) 

• Attainment year (e.g., attainment demonstration) 

• The last year of the maintenance plan (each maintenance 

plan covers a 10-year period; the second is submitted 8 

years after the first) 



What is an Adequate Budget? (40 CFR 93.118(e)(4)) 

EPA must determine that an emissions budget is adequate (or 

approved) prior to use for conformity determinations 

• An adequacy finding is separate from a completeness 

finding on a SIP 

• A positive adequacy finding does not guarantee approval of 

a SIP 



Adequacy Process (40 CFR 93.118(f)) 

• Approximately 90-days 

• State submits SIP to EPA 

• EPA announces receipt of SIP on website 

– 30-day public comment period started 

• EPA makes an adequacy / inadequacy finding 

• Finding is effective 15 days after Federal Register Notice 

publication (in most cases) 



Types of SIPs 

There are several types of SIPs: 

• Control strategy SIPs, include 

– Attainment 

– Rate of progress 

• Maintenance Plans 

• Conformity SIPs 

 

Different SIPs may contain MVEBs (except Conformity SIPs) 

 

Requirements depend on pollutant and classification 



Attainment SIPs 

• Certain areas that are designated nonattainment for a given 

pollutant are required to demonstrate attainment using air 

quality modeling 

 

• Demonstration includes specific reductions to attain NAAQS by 

attainment dates 

 

• Attainment dates are generally determined by the pollutant and 

an area’s classification 



Rate of Progress SIPs 

• Rate of Progress (ROP) SIPs are required in some ozone 

nonattainment areas 

• Types of Rate of Progress (ROP) SIPs 

– 15% ROP SIP for first 6 years 

– 9% ROP SIP for every 3 years after this until attainment 



Maintenance Plans 

• Maintenance plans are developed once an area qualifies for 

redesignation as a maintenance area 

– Approved plan is required for redesignation 

– Plan assures that an area will maintain the standards for 

20 years after an attainment designation 

• Maintenance plans are developed for two 10-year periods 

– When 8-years have elapsed in the first 10-year period 

the second 10-year plan must be submitted 

– Contains, at a minimum, motor vehicle emissions 

budgets for the last year of the 10-year plan period 



Conformity SIPs 

• A Conformity SIP lays out how a state will meet the 
requirements of the Conformity Rule  

• Conformity SIPs are different from control strategy SIPs or 
maintenance plans, as they only include state conformity 
procedures and not motor vehicle emissions budgets or air 
quality demonstrations 

• At a minimum, the conformity SIP must include three 
requirements of the conformity rule: 

– Consultation procedures (40 CFR 93.105) 

– Written commitments to control measures (40 CFR 
93.122(a)(4)(ii))  

– Written commitments to mitigation measures 40 CFR 
93.125(c)) 



Conformity SIPs (con’t) 

• SAFETEA-LU streamlined Conformity SIP requirements to only cover 
certain portions of the rule. 

– Consultation procedures (40 CFR 93.105) 

– Written commitments to control measures (40 CFR 
93.122(a)(4)(ii) 

– Written commitments to mitigation measures in project-level 
conformity determinations (40 CFR 93.125(c) 

• Revisions 

– States are required to submit a conformity SIP revision due to 
any future rulemaking that substantially changes any of the 
above-listed provisions.  

– Revisions would be due one year from publication date of the 
federal rule. 



Example of Roles and Responsibilities in 

SIP Development 

MPOs Provides technical, policy, strategic advice to state air 

agency; conducts/assists with travel demand/mobile 

modeling 

State DOTs Provide technical, policy, strategic advice to state air agency 

State Air 

Agencies 

Conducts modeling; determines attainment targets; 

assembles emissions inventory; develops control measures; 

conducts public hearings; adopts SIP 

US DOT 

(FTA/FHWA) 

Comments on major issues and measures through 

interagency consultation process 

US EPA Issues guidelines/requirements; assists in SIP preparation; 

adopts federal control strategies; makes adequacy 

determination on MVEBs; approves/disapproves SIP 



Typical SIP Development Process 

State/ 

Local 

Air 

Agency 

Inventory 

current 

and/or 

future 

emissions 

Model 

air 

quality 

Determine 

emissions  

levels for 

RFP and/or 

attainment 

Develop 

and/or 

revise 

control 

measures 

Adopt 

SIP 

 

U.S. 

EPA 

 

Approve or 

Disapprove 

SIP 

MPO,  

State 

DOT & 

Interest 

Groups 

Provides 

input to 

emissions 

inventory 

Advises on 

feasibility & 

effectiveness 

of control 

measures 

Issues SIP 

requirements 

& guidance 

Develops 

& 

approves 

models 

Provides 

technical & 

policy 

assistance 

Promulgates 

Federal control 

measures 

Public  

Involvement 

Interagency Consultation 

Interagency Consultation 



Summary 

• A SIP is an air quality plan that shows how to attain or maintain 

the NAAQS. 

• Conformity is the link between SIPs, transportation plans and 

TIPs. 

• The motor vehicle emissions budget from the SIP is the “control” 

over motor vehicle emissions. 

• Different types of SIPs have different purposes and 

requirements. 

• Participation in SIP development, especially motor vehicle 

emissions budgets and TCMs, is essential. 



Questions? 



Transportation Conformity 101 

Session 4: What is Transportation Conformity? 



Objectives  

• Define transportation conformity 

 

• Describe the relationship between transportation conformity and 

transportation and air quality planning 

 

• Identify roles/responsibilities in the transportation conformity 

process 

 



What is Transportation Conformity? 

Transportation conformity is a process where… 

 

• Transportation plans, programs, and projects are 

demonstrated to be consistent with the transportation-

related elements of a SIP 

 

– Ensures that Federal funding and approval are 

given to activities that are consistent with air quality 

goals 



What is Transportation Conformity? 

• Requires evaluation of emissions from transportation plans, 

programs, and projects BEFORE any element may be implemented 

• Applies in geographic areas where transportation-related pollutants: 

– Violate national air quality standards 

– Have violated national air quality standards in the past 

• Method to meet Clean Air Act requirements: 

– Transportation plans, programs and projects do not: 

1. Create new violations of the NAAQS 

2. Increase the frequency or severity of NAAQS violations 

3. Delay timely attainment of the NAAQS 

 



Transportation Conformity:  

The Link Between Air Quality and Transportation Planning 

• 1990 CAA amendments added specificity to the relationship between 

air quality planning and transportation planning  

• Reason: Controlling mobile sources is critically important to 

meeting the NAAQS 

• Transportation conformity is intended to help the SIP achieve its 

goal which is to attain the NAAQS 

CONFORMITY 

State Air Quality 

Implementation Plan (SIP) 

(Metropolitan) Transportation 
Planning Documents 

Plan & TIP 



Transportation Conformity:   

Address One Piece of the Emissions Pie 

Stationary 

Sources 

On-Road Mobile 

Sources 

Area 

Sources 

Off-Road Mobile Sources 
 Transportation conformity 

addresses emissions from 

on-road mobile sources. 

 On-road mobile sources 

are emissions created by 

cars, trucks, buses, etc... 

 Transportation conformity 

covers just one piece of 

the emissions pie... 



Purpose of Transportation Conformity 

• Ensures that Federal funding and approval are given to 

activities that are consistent with air quality goals 

• Ensures that transportation control measures in approved 

SIPs are given priority for federal funding 

• Ensures that air agencies and transportation agencies 

communicate on a continuing basis  

• Ensures that the public has the opportunity to review 

transportation conformity determinations prior to approval by 

MPO policy boards.  

 



Who Is Responsible for Conformity? 

 U.S.  DOT (FHWA and FTA) 

 Metropolitan Planning Organizations 

 State  DOT 

– Projects outside MPO boundaries 

• State Air Agency 

– Consultation role or otherwise defined in conformity SIP 

•  EPA  - consultation role 

 



Transportation Conformity 101 

Session 5: Applicability/Frequency of Conformity Requirements 



Session Objectives 

• Describe under what criteria conformity applies 

• List the transportation planning documents that receive a 

conformity determination 

• Describe when/how often transportation conformity must be 

completed  



Applicability – Pollutants  

Criteria:  Conformity applies in all nonattainment / maintenance areas for: 

• Ozone (O3) 

• Carbon monoxide (CO) 

• Nitrogen dioxide (NO2) 

• Particulate matter less than 10 micrometers (PM10) 

• Particulate matter less than 2.5 micrometers (PM2.5) 


