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July 6, 2011 
 
Jon Huyck, P.E. 
Anchor Wall Systems, Inc. 
5959 Baker Road 
Suite 390 
Minnetonka, MN  55345 
 
Subject:  Approval of Anchor Wall System’s Landmark Reinforced Soil Wall System 
 
Dear Mr. Huyck: 
 
The Geotechnical Engineering Unit (GEU) has reviewed the renewal submittal dated February 
24, 2011 for Anchor Wall System’s Landmark Reinforced Soil Wall System in accordance with 
the “NCDOT Policy for Mechanically Stabilized Earth Retaining Walls” and the GEU Standard 
Mechanically Stabilized Earth (MSE) Retaining Walls Provision.  In addition to the February 
24th submittal, several subsequent revised design calculations were received.  Based on this 
information, Anchor Wall’s Landmark wall system is approved for use on North Carolina 
Department of Transportation (NCDOT) projects in accordance with the MSE wall policy and 
standard provision.  This policy and provision may be obtained from: 
http://www.ncdot.org/doh/preconstruct/highway/geotech/msewalls/ 
 
The Landmark system requires a 3.8 degree wall batter.  Depending on the clearances, right-of-
way and easements available, the Landmark system may not be applicable to many MSE wall 
projects since NCDOT prepares plans assuming all MSE walls will be vertical with no wall 
batter. 
 
For MSE walls with SRW units, AASHTO LRFD Bridge Design Specifications limits the vertical 
spacing between reinforcement layers to twice the SRW unit width or 2.7 ft, whichever is less.  
However, the Landmark system does not meet this requirement because the SRW units are 15" 
high and approximately 12" wide.  Anchor Wall Systems justifies this difference from AASHTO 
in the Evaluation of Anchor Wall Systems’ Landmark Reinforced Soil Wall System with T.C. 
Mirafi’s Miragrid & Miratex Geogrid Reinforcement – Final Report by the Highway Innovative 
Technology Evaluation Center (HITEC) based on the use of mechanical connections.  Therefore, 
the Landmark system will be allowed a design exception to AASHTO regarding the maximum 
vertical spacing between reinforcement layers.  Reinforcement may be spaced vertically up to 
30", i.e., every other SRW unit. 
 



 
July 6, 201
Jon Huyck
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